The Power of Right Believing
Chapter 1
Today we start a new series from a book called The Power of Right Believing by Joseph Prince.  Many believers struggle with some secret habit or addiction that holds them in bondage and defeat. This study unlocks doors in our search for victory and deliverance, based on the truth from the Word of God. I do encourage you to connect each Monday as we share these keys with you.
Are you perhaps struggling with eating disorders, or are you gripped by constant fears and recurring panic attacks?  Have you perhaps been held captive by years of chronic depression, even fighting suicidal thoughts that strip you of your ability to function in your everyday life?  There are those who are caught in a destructive cycle of addiction, some to alcohol, and others to nicotine, drugs or pornography. And sadly some are still desperately trying to claw their way out from under the burden of more than one of these. All long for freedom and many have tried everything, including psychological and psychiatric treatments.  Some have tried exercising their own willpower to the best of their abilities, only to find themselves even more entangled in their addictions and insecurities than before. Others have taken all types of antidepressant and antipsychotic drugs and they are no better. But then, there are those who have found freedom, and written to the author, Joseph Prince, telling him of the joy of their new-found freedom – stories of liberation from a life of anxiety and depression, from the prison of fear and the breaking loose from destructive habits.
We ask, “What then is the difference between those who have experienced their breakthroughs and those who are still trapped and bound by toxic emotions and addictions?” Joseph Prince says, “The simple but powerful answer is their beliefs.  Right believing always produces right living.  When you believe right, you will live right.”

You see, people are struggling to control their behaviours and actions because they don’t have control over their emotions and feelings.  And they don’t have control over their emotions and feelings, because they don’t have control over their thoughts. And they don’t have control over their thoughts, because they are not controlling what they believe.  

If you believe wrong, you will struggle with wrong thoughts. And these wrong thoughts will produce unhealthy emotions that will lead to toxic feelings of guilt, shame, condemnation, and fear.  And those wrong feelings will ultimately produce wrong behaviours, actions and painful addictions. 

With every self-effort and self-fighting, you have most likely heard these condemning thoughts in your mind, “Things will never get better. You’ve tried before. Have you forgotten all those mistakes you’ve made? It’s not going to work – you are just going to fail again!  Nobody loves you.  You are all alone.” 

But the Psalmist says in Ps 119:105 in the Message, “By Your words I can see where I’m going; they throw a beam of light on my dark path.”  Joseph Prince says, “The breakthroughs you have been fighting to have for years can happen in a supernatural instant.” As he has counselled and prayed for many people - when they allowed Jesus to come into their situations, the desire for those things just wasn’t there anymore.  Jesus said, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.” What is this truth that brings freedom?  Freedom can only be found in God’s grace.  When you believe right in His grace and His love for you, the shackles will fall off.

What you believe is critical.  And wrong believing is the trigger that starts you on a path of defeat, and that keeps you trapped and drives you deeper into paralyzing captivity. These teachings on the Power of Right Believing, will show you the powerful truths of God’s Word and how to believe in His love for you.  It will show you how God is for you and not against you.  It will open your eyes to see how He is on your side, rooting for your success and taking you toward your breakthrough with His love and tender mercies. 

Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at seven simple but practical keys that are easy and highly effective Bible-based principles that will influence your mind to develop positive habits for right believing.  These 7 steps are:  1) believe in God’s love for you 2) learn to see what God sees 3) receive God’s complete forgiveness 4) win the battle for your mind 5) be free from self-occupation 6) have a confident expectation of good  7) find rest in the Father’s love. 

God intended for you to live with joy overflowing, peace that passes understanding, and an unshakable confidence in what He has done for you.  It’s time for you to let go of the life of defeat and step into a life full of victory, security and success.  Forget about merely dealing with the symptoms – the guilt, fears, addictions.  We are going after the root.  If you can change what you believe, you can change your life. 

So as we close, I want you to begin to consider the truth that God loves you with an everlasting love.  Open your heart to Jesus today. He wants to invade all the secret places of your life and give you the freedom that He paid for on the cross, when he died for you.  Would you like to pray with me this morning?  “Dear Lord Jesus, I need you desperately.  Thank you that you really love me just as I am.  I invite you into my life today.  By faith I receive your life and your Spirit. Fill my emptiness with your love. Begin to teach me the truth that will set me completely free. Amen.” 
God bless you till next week when we will continue our study on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
Chapter 2
Last week we started a new series from a book called The Power of Right Believing by Joseph Prince.  We shared how many believers struggle with some secret habit or addiction that holds them in bondage and defeat. We said right believing leads to right living. And we invited you to give your life to Jesus and to find freedom in the grace of God. 
We want to continue sharing about grace and truth that came through Jesus (John 1:17). And that grace came to set us free from the curse of the law that condemned us.  When Jesus talks about grace he is talking about himself. His love and undeserved favour is the antidote to every poison in your mind and will open your prison doors. When you taste Jesus’ love, his kindness and tender mercies, every wrong belief you have will begin to dissolve.  It is always as you start to believe in God’s excessive and super-abounding love, that destructive mind-sets begin to shatter. You need to experience his love, not just process it logically in your mind.
One day a lady came up to Joseph Prince at a conference and shared how she had been an alcoholic for 4 years, as well as being dependent on antidepressants, tranquilizers, beta-blockers and sleeping pills. She had been to psychiatrists and support groups for alcoholics and had experienced a few temporary bouts of recovery, but they only lasted a few days at best. She was on the verge of giving up, when  God led her to a church leader who encouraged her to immerse herself in the Word and to keep praying in the Spirit.  She began to listen to taped messages on God’s grace and her wrong beliefs began to be uprooted. To her amazement, she stopped needing alcohol and drugs and found that she didn’t even suffer any withdrawal symptoms. She admitted that the thought of having a drink did come to her once in a while, but she believed that God had given her the strength to resist the temptation. And she has been living in freedom for a number of years now.
Each person facing an addiction in his life, needs to have an encounter with Jesus; to receive his grace and love. Whatever your condition, however long it has kept you bound – 2 years, 10 years, 30 years – know this: God can set you free in a supernatural instant. Many today believe, “once an addict, always an addict”, and have no hope of breaking out of their cycle of defeat. But you have to accept the finished work of Jesus and His grace. And believe that it is not dependent on your willpower, self-control or discipline.  Believe in Jesus, who paid the price for your deliverance. He said, “It is finished.”  The battle has been won. The power of sin and addiction has been broken.  But you need to believe that God really loves you, no matter how many mistakes you have made in your life, no matter how desperate the circumstances seem. It’s not over.  Don’t throw in the towel. Maybe you are struggling with some dark thoughts of suicide that have crossed your mind.  I want to tell you there is hope.  There is help.  God loves you so much.  The mistakes of your past need not determine your future.  God can give you a new beginning, a fresh start and breakthrough.
You may say, “But I’m not a religious person.” You don’t have to be religious to come to God. We are not talking about a religion, but about a God who cares, who loves you.  This God has often been so misrepresented. 
You may have been told that you were born a criminal, stained with sin and bad to the bone.  You’ve been told that God is condemning you because your sin is so great.  You’ve been told that someone had to be punished to appease his wrath and anger and rather Jesus than you. And if you repent for being born and declare your love for this murderous God, you can claim your ticket to heaven.  And you believe that God is against you and is angry with you when you sin, and that fellowship with Him is cut off when you make mistakes.  You believe God is always dissatisfied with you, constantly judging you for your weaknesses, and punishing you when you fail. You believe that you are not good enough for him and will never be good enough for him. Is it any wonder so few people are attracted to the bad news of dead religion?  Who in their right mind would be drawn to such a cruel and sadistic punisher? It’s no wonder that people run in the opposite direction when they are hurting.  Thankfully, God is nothing like this. These wrong beliefs about God have trapped many in the vicious cycle of condemnation, guilt, fear, defeat, and addiction.
The Gospel of Jesus is infinitely better than the religion of cracked men, for it reveals a God who loves you like a true Father. God never changes. He has always loved you and he always will.  He loved you when you were a baby and he will love you when you’re old.  He loves you when you’re good and he loves you when you’re bad.  Your behaviour cannot diminish his love for you.  This is the true message of the cross.
In the Bible we read how the sick, the poor, the sinful, the outcasts were drawn to Jesus and felt at ease with him.  They didn’t feel fearful of Him or sense judgment or condemnation from Him.  Jesus, God-in-the-flesh, showed his tangible love to people. He kept his harshest words only for those who were perfect in their own eyes, the Pharisees.  They had a self-righteous attitude, and were cruelly judgmental. They stood in his presence, but did not recognise him, nor worship him.  Instead they scorned him and plotted to kill him.
The real Jesus, who created the universe, kneeled down and with his own hands washed the filth from his disciples’ feet.  With his own blood he washed the filth of all our sins by taking them upon his own body on the cross. 
God is always gracious to you, especially if you’re hurting.  No matter what you are going through today; whatever addictions are binding you, right believing can and will set you free. Start with believing this powerful truth:
God is a God of grace and forgiveness.  He loves you very much, and He doesn’t hold your mistakes against you. Begin to believe in His love for you and your entire life will be transformed.  If you can change what you believe, you can change your life! 
God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
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Last week we spoke about the misrepresentation of God who is never satisfied with us. But we showed that the sick, weak and sinners felt at ease in Jesus’ presence. He did not condemn them, but loved them and showed them the way. The God of grace loves us when we are good and when we are bad. When we believe this, we will be drawn to him and his power will set us free.

We are studying the book by Joseph Prince, called “The Power of Right Believing.” Today we look at the woman at the well in John 4. Most likely she had been accused of been a loose woman, and the others were warning one another to keep their husbands far away from her. They gossiped about her five husbands from other villages, and about the man she was living with. She had become an outcast in the village.  Since all the women would be at the well in the cool early morning, she would make her daily visit there when the sun was hot, rather than bear the heat of their scorn and ridicule. 

But on this day, Jesus was already by the well waiting for her. Verse 4 says that Jesus was travelling to Galilee and that he “had to go through Samaria.”  It speaks of an urgency. We know from this story that this ostracised, lonely woman had a life-transforming conversation with Jesus at the well. But it wasn’t she who sought Jesus to talk to Him. It was the Saviour who pursued her whom others shunned.  And he is still doing that today.

Do you have a past that you are ashamed of?  Are you struggling to overcome something that you know is destroying you? Do you feel alone and that no one understands the pain you are going through?  I want you to know that Jesus knows your suffering, shame, and struggles you are going through right now.  Even if what you are going through is a consequence of bad life choices and mistakes of your own doing.  He doesn’t abandon you. He goes out of the way, just like He did for this woman in Samaria, to have a personal appointment with you, to restore and rescue you. Jesus is reaching out to you with His love, grace, and forgiveness.

Our God is a personal and loving God who knows what you are facing and how to lead you to victory every time. Picture yourself begin led by the good Shepherd, Jesus, who makes you lie down in tender green pastures and leads you beside still waters.  This Shepherd has been to your future.  He knows every hazard and every trap that is ahead, and He has laid out a path for you that is filled with His favour. And even when you make a mistake or take a wrong turn in life, His is still with you to help and rescue you. The Psalmist says in 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me.” 

Some people think that when they fail, God leaves them and only returns when they get their act together.  They think they must clean up their lives and overcome all their struggles on their own before they can come before the presence of God.  But let me ask you, “Do you clean yourself before you take a bath?”  God wants us to come to Him just as we are, with all our weaknesses, wrong beliefs, hang-ups, bondages, fears, and addictions.  He is the bath! In the presence of His love, joy, and grace, you will find restoration, healing, and forgiveness.  He will mend your life and transform you from the inside out. There is no shame in coming to Jesus just as you are. Joseph Prince says, “He who knows you perfectly loves you perfectly.”

Don’t believe that God is angry at you, or that He is allowing negative things to happen to you because He is punishing you for your past sins. That distorted view of Him will make you afraid of Him. Instead of allowing Jesus to come into your situation, you run away, and hide from Him.  Psalm 103:10-12, “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love… He does not treat us as our sins deserve, or repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” If you give your life to Jesus, all your failures, mistakes and sins have already been judged and punished on the body of Jesus at the cross!  That’s why God does not deal with you according to your sins. Because of the cross, He deals with you according to His great mercy and grace. The Bible says, “He is abounding in mercy.” If you ever question God’s love for you, just turn your eyes to the cross.  The cross is an act of His love. He sent his only beloved and precious Son to redeem us from the penalty and punishment of sin. You will start to believe right when you start to believe in His love for you. You are precious in His eyes.
To conclude the story of the woman at the well - when she said that she had no husband, Jesus did not humiliate her.  He commended her, “You are right…” and “What you have said is quite true.” He spoke without sarcasm, but with compassion and love, and she let down her defences and opened up to Him.  By the time she left His presence, this self-conscious woman, who once feared people, now became an evangelist of Jesus and his grace. And many Samaritans in that city believed in Him because of her testimony. 

Today Jesus offers you rest and intimacy that satisfies every aching need. Perhaps you’ve had a past that has imprisoned you in shame and self-loathing.  I challenge you to encounter the real Saviour who has already forgiven you and invites you to experience his unfailing love. Open your heart to him and let his love heal you.  Everything can change for the better when you begin to believe right about his love for you and when you learn to draw upon it. He said, those who drink the water he gives, will never be thirsty again. 	God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
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Chapter 4
Last week we spoke about the woman at the well.  She had a terrible past and was shunned by others, but Jesus reached out to her and she had a life-transforming conversation with Him. She became an evangelist of his grace and led many people to the truth. Even today Jesus reaches out to people who are ashamed of their past, and offers living water that quenches every thirst.
In this next chapter, we study more about God’s love that transforms us. There is a true story of a pastor from Oregon, who was assigned to minister to deranged patients in a padded cell. He could not talk to the inmates – their only responses were groans, and demonic laughter.  The Holy Spirit prompted him to sit in the middle of the room and for a full hour sing the famous children’s hymn, “Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.  Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.” Although there was no response to start with, he continued doing this week after week.  As the days past the patients began singing with him one by one.  Amazingly, by the end of the first month, 36 of the severely ill patients were transferred from the high-dependency ward to a self- care ward, and within a year, all but 2 were discharged from the mental institution. This song shows the heart of Jesus.  No matter what challenges, failures, and misdeeds one might be dealing with, the love of Jesus remains a constant. 
Do you believe that God loves you today? No matter how many mistakes you’ve made in your life, regardless of the challenges you are going through, see yourself surrounded by his love. Expect good things in your future.  Believe in His love for you.  Believe with all your heart that you are the apple of His eye and the delight of His heart.  Believe that you are highly favoured, greatly blessed, and deeply loved! 
His pure love to us unconditional.  It has nothing to do with your performance, but with who you are in God’s eyes – His beloved. Joseph Prince puts it so well, “The emphasis of the old covenant of the law was all about your love for God, whereas the emphasis of the new covenant of grace is all about God’s love for you.”  The law was designed to show us that we are incapable of loving God perfectly, “with all our heart, with all your soul and with all our strength.” God knew that and demonstrated that only HE could love us with all His heart, all His soul and all His mind, and all His strength, when he sent His beloved Son, Jesus, to redeem us from all our sins.  That is why the new covenant is all about God’s love for you and not about your love for Him!  God does not want you to focus your thoughts on, “Do I really love God?”, but to focus on His love for you. “Do I know how much God love me today?  Do I really believe that God loves me right now?” 
You need to remind yourself of His love especially when you have just failed. That is the test that you really believe it. While our love for God can fluctuate, His love for us always remains constant, because it is based on who He is, and not based on what we do.  In Romans 8:38-39 Paul says, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Are you convinced that as a child of God, nothing, not even your sins, failings and mistakes can ever separate you from the love of God?  Nothing means nothing.  He loves you even in your failings. That is why it is called grace!  It is the undeserved, unmerited, and unearned favour of God.  If you deserve God’s grace, then it is no longer grace.
The truth is, if you are able to receive His love afresh whenever you fail, then you will have the power to overcome that failing in your life. You see, His love consumes all your anger, disappointments, and pain. His forgiveness envelops all your sins, failures and mistakes.  His grace gives you victory and power to overcome every sin, bondage, and addiction. That is why having a right belief about God’s unconditional love for you is so vital to your relationship with Him. 
Believe that you are completely forgiven.  The truth is, the  guiltier you feel, the more you are doomed to perpetuate that sin. You don’t have to teach people to feel guilty and condemned.  Their conscience condemns them whenever they fail. But God has provided an answer to the conscience that persistently calls for payment for all our sins.  He sent his Son to ransom us with his own blood.  When your conscience condemns you and calls out for justice when you fail, see yourself cleansed, washed and made righteous by the blood of Jesus.  Wave the receipt of your payment – the cross of Jesus!  Guilt and condemnation stop where the blood of Jesus has been shed.  Don’t wallow in guilt and condemnation. That will only slide you in a downward spiral towards defeat, depression and destruction.  Jesus did not die on the cross to make the guilty guiltier.
Luke 7:37-48 tells of a prostitute who came to Jesus and worshipped him with an alabaster box of ointment. Though Jesus knew who she was he did not chase her away or condemn her for her sins. She broke down weeping and washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  She reverently kissed his feet and anointed them with the precious ointment.  The Pharisee watching was indignant and felt she needed to be condemned. Jesus told him a story of a creditor who had 2 debtors, one who owed a million dollars and the other a hundred dollars.  This creditor forgave them both.  Jesus asked, who would love the creditor more?  The Pharisee said, “I suppose the one he forgave the most!”  Jesus said, “Those who are forgiven much, love much. Those who are forgiven little, love little.”  
If you know how abundantly God loves you and has forgiven you of all your sins, you will end up loving God. Love transforms us. Be like the woman with the alabaster box of precious ointment.  When you fail, come before his loving presence. Feel free to weep in his presence and simply worship Him.  Pour out everything that is on your heart. No matter how many mistakes you have made, He has not given up on you! God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
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Last week we spoke about not focussing on “How much do I love God,” as emphasized in the Old Covenant, but focussing on, “How much God loves me,” the emphasis in the new Covenant. We saw how the prostitute woman who found forgiveness from Jesus, poured out the alabaster box of perfume and washed his feet with her tears. Jesus did not condemn her. He said, “Those who are forgiven much, love much.” When we receive his love, that love transforms us.
Today we want to learn to see what God sees, and the importance of having the right thoughts when praying for a breakthrough. One day Joseph Prince was visiting a woman who’d had a stroke and was in hospital. When he prayed for her, he  told her to watch her mental movies.  He was telling her to see what God sees, and to ignore the sounds, scents, and sights that her natural senses were picking up in the hospital environment. He encouraged her to fill her mind with mental images of herself being healthy, strong, and enjoying the love of her family at home. The enemy often plants a wrong thought or mental picture in one’s mind, and beliefs are based on these mental thoughts. This woman was discharged from the hospital shortly after they prayed for her and her condition greatly improved.
Learning to see what God sees, is a powerful key in right believing. It involves replacing your wrong beliefs with right beliefs based on God’s Word. We read of the man with a withered hand in Mark 3:1-5.  When Jesus saw him, he didn’t just see the withered hand, but saw that there was more than enough grace for that hand to be made completely whole. He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand!” When he did that, it was completely restored like the other hand.
Jesus sees differently from you and me. That’s why we need to go back to God’s Word and learn to see what he sees.  When Jesus sees a disease, a lack, or someone trapped in fear, guilt, addiction and sin, he doesn’t just see the problem.  He sees God’s healing, God’s grace, and super-abounding power in that area of weakness. 

What discouragement or stronghold are you facing in your life?  Press in to see what God sees.  In your area of struggle or challenge, see His abundant grace all around your current situation.  Jesus says to you today, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor 12:9) Give all your needs and failings to Jesus and see Him transform them into strengths.
What you believe is powerful, and your beliefs are linked to your thoughts. You may not be able to stop negative thoughts from passing through your mind or unhealthy emotions like fear from gripping your heart, but you can definitely anchor your thoughts and emotions on the  unshakeable Word of God. Joseph Prince says, “The more you learn and believe right about His love and what His Word says about your situation and your life, the more your thoughts will line up with His thoughts about you.  You’ll begin to develop thoughts of peace and not of evil, thoughts of hope and a bright future.”  (Jer 29:11) Romans 12:2 also reminds us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind …” The word “renewing” in Greek means “a renovation, complete change for the better.” We do this by meditating on the truths of Scripture. Believe that you have the mind of Christ.
Let us be careful not to let the devil be the interior decorator of our minds. His mission is to keep our thoughts dark, pessimistic, and defeated. If we are defeated in our minds, then for him, the battle is already won.  He is a crafty old serpent. We should understand his strategy against us, as 2 Cor 2:11 says, “lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.” His methods have not changed, and while he has no real power because Jesus disarmed him at the cross, he knows that he can use negative thoughts to incite fear into our hearts.  Fear is like a python that kills its prey by suffocation. 

But God wants our hearts to be at peace.  Peace comes when our hearts and minds are anchored in His love, and not in fear.  1 John 4:18-19 says, "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.  But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.  We love Him because He first loved us.” Fear always leads to insecurity. God wants you to receive His perfect love, His complete acceptance, and abounding grace. Fear is the strategy of the enemy, not of God. We fight fear with faith. And faith is simply saying what God says about you and seeing what God sees in you and your situation.
It takes a right belief to replace a wrong belief.  You need God’s truth to replace the enemy’s lies that have kept you in bondage. Paul says in Phil 4:8, “Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honourable, and right, and pure and lovely, and admirable.  Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.” So stop trying to erase bad thoughts from your mind. That just won’t work.  But replace the destructive thought with a thought that’s from God.  Meditate on truths like this, “Jesus has borne my sicknesses and carried my pains.  He was beaten that I could be made whole, and by His stripes I am healed.  With long life he will satisfy me.”  Memorise this verse, “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.”  Isa 26:3. Don’t allow stress and worry to get to you.  Train your heart to see how God sees your challenges.  The bigger God becomes in your heart, the smaller your challenges become. 
Jesus loves you, and He can remove all anxiety in your heart if you let him. Rest in Jesus your Provider.  In him there is no lack.  Believe in His love and receive all that God has for you.  Then allow His Word to take root in your lives.  As you nourish yourself in His Word, you will see what He sees. 
God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
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Last week we spoke about learning to see what God sees.  He does not see the challenges we face, but the answers to those challenges, or problems. The enemy wants us to remain in fear, but we read how the perfect love of God casts out any fear. Our wrong beliefs must be replaced by right beliefs by meditating on his truths and promises.
Today we want to learn to see ourselves as God sees us. We can start with this question, “What does God see when He looks at you?” Maybe you might be thinking that God is ashamed of you because of your mistakes and failures. If you were to answer this question honestly today, it would reveal what you really believe in your heart about God. Many believe that when things are going well, then God is pleased with their behaviour and conduct. But they believe all that changes when they fail and make mistakes, whether it be losing one’s cool, or visiting a website they should not have visited. Then they believe He is angry and disappointed with them and wants to punish them for their failures.  That is exactly how the old covenant worked, but Hebrews 8:7-8 says, “For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. … The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant…”  Well, we know from the Bible that God has already made a new covenant of grace, in which He declared, “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” (Heb 8:12) Because Jesus took our sins on himself at the cross, now, when God looks at you today, He doesn’t judge, and measure you according to your imperfections. He sees you in Christ, and He sees the blood that has been shed for you by His dear Son.  When God looks at you, as a believer today, He sees Jesus. Because of this, His thoughts toward you are ones of loving kindness, forgiveness, blessings, and favour. Jesus paid an incredibly heavy price on the cross, so that we can live completely accepted and unconditionally loved by God.
You might be saying that you don’t deserve this love from God.  Well, you are absolutely right!  The punishment for sin is not some slap on the wrist – the wages of sin is death.  In other words, if we go by what we deserve, we deserve death. But Jesus bore every punishment we deserved, and he died in our stead. And for all eternity the cross stands as a declaration of Jesus’ everlasting love for us.
John 3 tells us that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.  That is all we need to do to step into the inheritance that was bought for us with the blood of Jesus.  Believe that your sins have been put on Him and His righteousness has been put on you.  Believe in the divine exchange.  Believe in his love.  
But how can simply believing make us righteous? The truth is, when we believe that we are made righteous through Jesus, we end up producing the “fruits of righteousness,” as Phil 1:11 says, that are “through Jesus Christ.”  When you set your eyes on Jesus alone as the source of your righteousness and forgiveness, you will end up producing the fruits of righteousness, holiness and moral character. 2 Pet 1:5 says that if a person is lacking in self-control, godliness and brotherly love, “he is near-sighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins.” When we believe right, we will end up living right.  So make Jesus, and his forgiveness and love, the centre of every part of your life.
When the love of Jesus is unveiled to you, your life will be transformed.  It doesn’t matter how many times you’ve failed.  When you make Jesus the centre of your life, God will cause His blessings, favour, and grace to flow into your situation.  That addiction that you have been battling with will be no more.  That heavy load of guilt and condemnation that you’ve been carrying around for years, will be lifted off your shoulders.  That eating disorder, that bitterness, and that paralysing fear, will all be consumed in the person of Jesus.

When you first believed in Jesus as your Saviour, God no longer saw you as you!  And now when He looks at you, He sees Jesus.  You are now in Christ.  It is like a pen hidden in a book -  all you see is the book.  God does not see you with all your flaws and imperfections, He sees Jesus.  Ephesians 1:6 says, “to the praise of His glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.”  His love for you is not contingent on your actions; it is contingent on Jesus. It is not about whether you deserve to be blessed, favoured and victorious. The question is, “Does Jesus deserve to be blessed, favoured and victorious?” 1 John 4:17 says, “Love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgement, because in this world we are like him.”  Rom 5:17, “Those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness, reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.”  So when you reign, your addictions don’t reign.  When you reign, your sicknesses don’t reign. When you reign, fear, depression, and every obstruction to living your life in full victory, will be torn down.
Trying to do enough, or to be obedient enough, will disqualify us from God’s love, His presence and blessings.  And the accuser will always condemn us for never doing enough.  Right standing with God cannot be merited, it is a gift from Him, based on His unmerited favour. 
To sum up:  Firstly: 1) See what really happened at the cross.  Every cancer, sickness, sin and addiction, Jesus took upon himself. The fire of God’s judgement was unleashed upon him, and when every last sin had been punished, Jesus cried out, “IT IS FINISHED.”  Secondly: 2) Then you must see yourself as God sees you now. In God’s eyes, you are righteous, favoured, blessed and healed. You are freed from sin, guilt and condemnation and every bondage of addiction.  As you fix your eyes on Jesus and his finished work, and believe in his righteousness for you, and receive it, you will begin to bear the fruits of that righteousness.
God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 7
Last time we asked, “What does God see when he looks at you?”  As a child of God, he sees you righteous through Jesus. We need to 1) see what really happened at the cross, 2) and see ourselves as God sees us now – righteous, favoured, blessed and healed. As you fix your eyes on Jesus and his finished work, and believe in his righteousness for you, and receive it, you will begin to bear the fruits of that righteousness.
Today we want to look at the story of Balak, who hired Balaam to curse the Israelites.  But as they both stood in a high place overlooking the encampment of Israel, a strange thing occurred.  When Balaam opened his mouth to curse the people of Israel, he ended up blessing them.  Balak took Balaam to another high place and demanded that he curse Israel, but again, blessings flowed out of Balaam’s mouth. Speaking about God, Balaam said, “Behold, I have received a command to bless; He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it. He has not observed iniquity in Jacob, nor has he seen wickedness in Israel.  The Lord his God is with them and the shout of a King is among them.”  (Num 23:20-21) Now this reveals how God feels about his people. Today you and I are irreversibly blessed! When God blesses you, no one can reverse it. When negative things are spoken about you out of envy and fear, or nasty lies are being spread to assassinate your character, know this: the Lord is your defender.  He can cause their words to fall to the ground. He can even turn their curses into blessings, as he did to Israel. Remember that in Christ Jesus, you are irreversibly blessed, and don’t have to live in disappointment and despair.
Another truth from this story is that the people of Israel did nothing to defend themselves against Balak.  In fact, they were completely oblivious to how God was watching out for them, and yet he defended them.  So you can also rest in the fact that, “He who watches over Israel will neither slumber not sleep. The Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. The sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.  The Lord will keep you from all harm; He will watch over your life.” (Ps 121:4-7) God promises to watch over us. 
Look again at the words in Num 23:21, “He has not observed iniquity in Jacob, nor has He seen wickedness in Israel.” Of course there was sin in Israel - people losing their tempers, coveting their neighbour’s donkeys, etc, but God did not see it. God did not say, there was no sin, but that He did not see it. 
But how can a holy God not see sin in me?  Because his eyes saw all my sins punished in the body of Jesus Christ.  In the Old Testament God did not see Israel’s sin, because they were temporarily covered by the blood of bulls and goats – how much more true for us who are cleansed forever by the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus our Saviour?  Because of the cross, God sees you as a righteous, forgiven, accepted and beloved son.
We, ourselves, are always drawn to focus on our flaws and shortcomings, and are so inclined to latch onto the negative and imperfect, We condemn ourselves instead of focussing on how God really sees us. This is why it takes faith to believe that God sees you righteous.  It takes faith to believe that He does not see you in your sins, that he means what He says, “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  Heb 8:12.  The key to faith is found in looking to the source of faith – namely, Jesus.  Heb 12:2 says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.”  In other words, turn your eyes away from your own flaws, failings and mistakes and just fix your eyes on Jesus.  The more you see him and his finished work, the more faith arises in your heart to believe that all your sins are truly forgiven.  
But how can my life change just by fixing my eyes on Jesus?  When Peter fixed his eyes on Jesus, he walked on water.  So, when we do that and make Him the centre of our lives, we will be transformed supernaturally and walk above the churning waters of guilt and condemnation.   However, when we turn our eyes away from Jesus, and start to look again at the waves of our failures and sins, we will, like Peter, begin to sink into the raging tempest of guilt and condemnation.  But even then, we can take heart, because Jesus will be right there to pull us out and rescue us, just like he did for Peter.
Is there something that you have done in your past that you just can’t seem to shake off, that weighs round your feet? Today is the day for your breakthrough.  Learn to see what God sees by fixing your eyes on Jesus.  Understand that what you see or how others see you, is not as important as how God sees you.  2 Cor 3:18 says, “And we, who with unveiled faces, all reflect (or contemplate) the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” Fixing your eyes on Jesus, is the greatest holiness. When you behold his forgiveness, his abundant grace, his gift of righteousness bought with his blood, you will be transformed supernaturally.
Joseph Prince says, “Holiness is a by-product of seeing Jesus in his grace. It is not outward behaviour modification, but real change that is sustained by a heart touched by his grace and a freed conscience from guilt.”  This is when that addiction begins to drop from your life, when that fear begins to dissolve in His perfect love, and that condemnation is cleansed by his blood.  
In the Old Testament the high priest wore a breastplate with 12 precious stones on it representing the tribes of Israel.  In the new covenant we, as believers, are God’s people today. Jesus, the High Priest, carries us close to his heart, and shows how much He values us. In His eyes, we are very costly, precious and loved.  And the names of the 12 tribes were not merely written on the gems, but engraved. This means our names are engraved on his heart and cannot be blotted out. 
Knowing your identity in Christ, as righteous, and precious-to-God, will loose you from every addiction, bondage and sin. It will make you want to live in the light as a child of the King.  Holy living, and true morality are birthed out of seeing how God sees you today in Jesus. Just fix your eyes on him.
God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 8
In the last session we talked about God’s promise to bless us and if we believe that, even curses spoken over us will not harm us, because the Lord is our defender.  We said that if we fix our eyes on Jesus, making Him the centre of our lives, we will be transformed supernaturally and walk above the churning waters of guilt and condemnation.
Today we look at learning to receive God’s forgiveness. If we do not forgive ourselves for the mistakes made in the past, we punish ourselves, whether we know it or not. Some people end up physically cutting themselves, or some binge on food or fall into substance abuse, or others indulge their sexual appetites and hurt not only themselves, but also their loved ones – all because they respond to an instinct to punish themselves; and it becomes a vicious cycle of defeat.  The more they can’t forgive themselves, the more they hurt themselves and the more they end up bound by various destructive addictions, which then leads to even more guilt and punishment.
That is why the root cause of many sinful habits, and addictions can be traced to condemnation. But when you realise that God’s heart is not in condemnation but in forgiveness, your entire life can be turned around for his glory. When you correct your beliefs and receive God’s forgiveness by seeing Jesus, who has taken on your punishment, you see that you qualify for every blessing for your marriage, family and career. 
Right now I want to encourage you to release that built-up guilt over the years, to God.  Pray this prayer with  me:  Lord Jesus, I don’t want to live this way anymore. Today I release all my failings, sins, and mistakes into your loving hands.  And I receive your forgiveness right now into my heart.  Thank you for your precious blood that washes me whiter than snow.  Right now I stand in Your righteousness, favour, joy and peace. In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
Pray this type of prayer every time you fail and feel guilt, and turn to Jesus. You will then start living like the forgiven and righteous person Jesus has made you. God knows us perfectly (even our flaws) and still loves us perfectly, and in those times he shows us His grace. God knows our weaknesses better than we do, and He loves us just the same. Even when we were still sinners, He showed his loves for us; how much more when we have been justified by His blood. We do not return to being sinners whenever we fail. Knowing our righteous identity in Him gives us the power to overcome every sin, and every bad habit. Born-again believers, washed in His blood, don’t enjoy living in sin, any more that sheep enjoy wallowing in mud. Many believers today hate living in fear, or bound by guilt, trapped in addictions and habits they know are destroying them, but most don’t know how to find freedom.  And I am here to tell you this: the grace of God is the answer.  Joseph Prince says, “Grace is not a license to sin; it is the answer to overcoming sin!”
You may ask, “What about that person I know who calls himself a believer, but lives like the devil?” It is not our part to judge who is a believer and who is not, but we ourselves can know we are born-again. If we believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Saviour, then we are made righteous by the blood of Jesus, by grace through faith.  As a believer you will still make mistakes, and still fail, and still be tempted, and from time to time still fall into sin. But that does not turn you back into a sinner.  You have been bought by his blood and you are still the righteousness of God, even when you fail - because your gift of righteousness from God, is a result of your right believing, not a result of your right doing.
Thousands of believers today are experiencing victories over temptation, guilt and addictions, once they find their righteous identity in Jesus. They are believers under grace, where sin has no power in their lives.  Romans 6:14 tells us this too, “For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law but under grace.” These believers, when tempted in their mind to sin, are already receiving His forgiveness in their hearts, and stopping sin in its tracks before the sinful thought can even mature into a sinful action. Living with a consciousness of Jesus’ forgiveness, puts you into a cycle of victory over sin.
Forgiveness is received not achieved.  If you keep thinking that God is constantly mad at you when you fail, I want to tell you, that is not the heart of God.  That is Christian religion, which seeks to earn God’s approval and acceptance. Matt 11:28-30 in the The Message translation says, “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion?  Come to me.  Get away with me and you’ll recover your life.  I’ll show you how to take a real rest.  Walk with me and work with me – watch how I do it.  Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.  Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”
There is such rest when you know there is nothing you can do to earn His forgiveness. Give up on your own self-righteousness and with open arms and an open heart, receive His forgiveness. That is the key to getting out of a cycle of sin and defeat. 
Under law right living is done out of religious obligation.  Under grace, everything we do is birthed out of a love relationship.  All your imperfections are swallowed up by his perfect grace. You may have made mistakes, but it’s never too late to receive his forgiveness and receive strength from him to do the right thing.
You need to feed on the love of Jesus, then your fuel tank for love will never run empty.  A man who experiences Jesus’ love, just loves his wife!  A man who experiences Jesus’ forgiveness, just forgives!  You have the power to love and forgive because he first loved and forgave you.  Your answer is found in the person of Jesus.  He will fix you up and cause all things to work together for good and to His glory.  Remember, he who is forgiven much, loves much, and he who is loved most, loves best!  Receive his forgiveness today!     God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 9
Last week we spoke about learning to receive God’s forgiveness instead of punishing ourselves for the wrongs we have done.  We said Grace is not the license to sin, but the answer to overcoming sin or addictions. Living with a consciousness of Jesus’ forgiveness, puts you into a cycle of victory over sin. 
Today we want to look at remaining in Jesus and his forgiveness. Sometimes we let a little bit of guilt and condemnation creep into our hearts.  Under this cloud of judgment we can become a really unpleasant person to be around. We feel lousy; all our answers have a sting in them. That is when we need to come to Jesus again to remain secure in our perfect forgiveness in Him.
Don’t be sin conscious, see your failings on the cross of Jesus. When you are forgiven-conscious, then you receive power to break out of your irritability, and short-temperedness.  You receive power to break out of your eating disorders, and anxieties!
When you realise that you don’t deserve God’s forgiveness and grace, yet he gives it anyway; this revelation of his unmerited favour changes you from within.  It dissolves the knots of anger and that have built up over the years and frees you to enjoy God’s love and to show it to others. 
The key therefore, is to receive His grace as unmerited favour, and to believe that same favour is what transforms you. Grace is a heart encounter with a Saviour who loves you more than you can imagine.  It‘s not about what you have to do, but it’s all about what Jesus has done. It’s about His work, His doing, his performance and His love in our lives. Grace is God’s doing – from inception and all the way to the end.
John 1:17 says, “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” Romans 11:6 defines Grace, and in the New Living Translation it says, “And since it is through God’s kindness, then it is not by (your) good works.  For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is – free and undeserved.”  When you truly experience this free and undeserved favour and love from God, you will produce results, true fruits of righteousness that are lasting and enduring.
Picture a strong healthy tree. It does not worry about producing fruit or getting rid of the dead leaves on it. As long as it has sunshine, water, and nutrients, the healthy sap life keeps flowing. New leaves will spring forth and good fruits will naturally grow and all the dead leaves will naturally be pushed out.  So, as you begin to receive the sunshine of God’s favour and take in the water of His Word, feeding on Jesus’ forgiveness in your life, and your righteous standing in Christ, then the dead leaves of guilt, fear, addictions and every type of disorder will begin to be pushed out by the new life of Jesus within you. The transformation you will experience is truly effortless, when it is not based on your own discipline and self-control. Is it no longer, “How can I curb this habit of overeating when I am stressed and insecure?”  Instead, it becomes, “How will Jesus in me overcome this anger problem, this cigarette or pornography addiction?”
The fruits of your success will be effortless.  One by one, the dysfunctions, addictions, and negative emotions will begin to drop off from your life like dead leaves, and new leaves, (new positive thoughts and attitudes), new flowers, (new desires and dreams) and new fruit (new behaviours and habits) will begin to flourish in your life.
Jesus said in John 15:4-5, “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” This means you must just remain in his grace, his undeserved   favour for your life, even when your behaviour is not perfect.  Jesus is an overpayment for your sins. He also gave you his very own righteousness and favour, so you can be free to enjoy being with God and receive all his blessings, with no more consciousness of debt standing in the way. Joseph Prince says, “The extent to which you can live with a confident expectation of good is the extent to which you abide in this truth that your sins have totally been forgiven at the cross, and that there is no debt anymore.”
Every single time you fail, come into his presence and say, “Dear God, thank you that even right now, your forgiveness and perfect love are raining all over me because of your Son’s finished work in my life.  Take away every lingering sense of ugliness, guilt and condemnation in me.  I believe with all my heart that right now when you look at me, You see me in Christ Jesus.  I am clothed in His robes of righteousness, favour and blessings.  Thank you for your abundance of grace and your gift of righteousness.  Through Jesus, I will reign in this life over every sin, addiction and failure. Amen.”  Every time you fail, there is fresh grace from Jesus to rescue you. So many testimonies have come from people around the world, who confess in their addictions, “Even right now, I am the righteousness of God in Christ.” And they eventually found freedom from their alcohol or pornography addiction.
The more people confessed and saw themselves as righteous in Jesus, even in the midst of their failings, the more they came to see their true identity in Christ.  And the dead leaves began to fall off and they came to the place where they didn’t have any desire to ever smoke another cigarette or to visit another pornographic website. Grace put an end to torment and ushered in a perpetual joy for them. If you are grappling with something right now, stop struggling and start receiving. 
Start receiving the abundance of his unmerited favour, his free gift of righteousness, the cleansing power of his forgiveness. There is nothing to do but to soak it all up, and to allow his resurrection power to drive out every symptom of death and decay in your life. Stop allowing the enemy to heap condemnation upon you in all the areas that you have fallen short.  Expect good from Him. You are in Christ – completely accepted, completely forgiven and completely loved!     God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 10
Last week we spoke about remaining in Jesus and his forgiveness. If we remain in the vine and the grace of God, we will produce good fruit of righteousness, new attitudes, new desires and behaviours. Then we will cast off old leaves of addictions and sinful habits. We need to stop struggling and start receiving his life that changes us from the inside.
Today we want to look at living without condemnation. This is the story from John chapter 8. A woman was yanked from the bed into the streets by men from the temple. Though she struggled, she was no match for those who had seized her.  On her bare feet she was roughly shoved into the cobbled road. Fear hammered in her heart, amidst the scornful taunts of the people drawn to see the commotion. 
She had sinned and knew what was coming. Just a few months ago she had witnessed a woman trying to crawl away, amidst heavy stones raining upon her by the scornful mob, called upon to execute God’s justice. She remembered how she had to choke back the nausea that rose in her throat, when she saw the mangled body of the bloodied woman.  Never had she imagined that she would face the same fate.  She had never set out to commit adultery. She knew that it was a mistake to meet him alone and now it was too late. According to the Law of Moses, capital punishment was the price for adultery. 
She was dragged into the temple and she shivered uncontrollably. She tried to cover her eyes with her hair so she could not see the gathering crowd, waiting to hear her sentence. Her merciless accusers shouted, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of adultery. In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.  Now what do you say?” (vs 5) She braced herself for further condemning words of judgement.  But she heard nothing except a deafening silence. From the corner of her eye she saw the teacher stooping down and writing with his finger in the ground. The Pharisees, poised with rocks in their hands demanded, “What do you say, teacher? DO we stone her now?”
The teacher stood up and with perfect authority and compassion declared, “If anyone of you is without sin, let him be the first one to throw a stone at her.” He stooped to write once more. Jesus’ words bewildered her.  Was this teacher the man who heals the blind and loves sinners? Then she heard “thud, thud, thud”, as the rocks fell from their hands to the ground. One by one, the sandals of those who had dragged her there, moved away. The crowd also began to disperse. After some time, all she could see were the teacher’s sandals. He lifted her head and she saw his compassionate face for the first time. She let her pent-up tears flow as He asked her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours?  Has no one condemned you?” “No one, Lord!” Then she heard the words that she would never forget for the rest of her life: “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” He had saved her life. Walking home, she knew she would never be the same again, as she recounted to herself over and over again, “Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more”. 
Jesus showed something important. What enables a person to have the power to overcome sin?  The threat of the law obviously didn’t stop this woman from committing adultery. But receiving Jesus’s acceptance, and that he did not condemn her – that gave her the power to “go and sin no more”.  He had asked her, “Where are your accusers?” not, “Why did you sin?” It seems as if he was more preoccupied with the condemnation of the sin, than the sin itself. Religion says first, “Go and sin no more, then we won’t condemn you.” You need to understand that your empowerment comes when there is no condemnation. And that is what grace is, completely undeserved love.
The only person without sin who could have exercised judicial punishment on the woman was Jesus.  Only He was qualified to throw the first stone, but he did not. Joseph Prince says, “The Pharisees would if they could, but they could not!  Jesus could if he would, but he would not.” 
We wonder what Jesus wrote on the ground. Joseph Prince believes he was writing the law (on the stone floor of the temple) with his finger once again. He was saying, “I am He who wrote the law”. The significance is that the author of the perfect law does not use the law to judge and condemn us today. Why? - because Jesus himself fulfilled all the righteous requirements of the law on our behalf, and he took upon himself every curse and punishment for our sin on our behalf at the cross.  We are forgiven because He was judged.  We are accepted because he was condemned.
Maybe you are crippled by guilt and condemnation because of your past. Perhaps you are paralyzed by fear, or an addiction to antidepressants, or anxiety attacks? Your answer is found in understanding just how much you are forgiven in Jesus, who paid for your freedom and forgiveness.  This same Jesus who did not condemn the woman caught in adultery, does not condemn you today. 
Let the waterfall of His forgiveness and grace wash over you now, and every day.  Don’t wallow in your failure or turn away from him.  Turn to Him and know that he is not pointing a finger at you, but wanting to embrace you with open arms.  He does not hold your weakness against you and accepts you unconditionally. He wants to still bless you.  Let go of all the worry and struggle over your habits; thank him for his forgiveness and begin to experience his peace and rest.
His Spirit works in you to perfect you and gives you the power to no longer crave those cigarettes. Echo those same words of Jesus in your spirit: “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  His acceptance and uncondemning love will give you the power to say “No” to ungodliness and to “sin no more” regarding your problem. 
There is a song that says, “You amazing grace has paid the price for me. Your amazing grace has set the captives free – free to be a child of God…”     God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 11
Last week we spoke about living without condemnation.  In the story of the woman caught in the act of adultery, the key was in Jesus’ words, “Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin no more”. When we believe that we are forgiven in Jesus and not condemned; that is what empowers us to live a victorious life.
Today we want to discuss how to win the battle for your mind through right believing. Wrong beliefs and thoughts will keep you defeated. Right beliefs and thoughts will launch you toward your breakthrough. Jesus said in John 8:32, “And you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  It is the truth that you believe that has the power to set you free. The more your believing becomes aligned with the truth of His Word, the more you will experience His freedom and blessings. When we begin to believe right, we begin to access the fullness of His finished work of grace and favour that have always been there. Jesus paid for every benefit which already belongs to us.  But the hindrance between us and our victory, is our wrong beliefs.
The devil knows that if he can control our thoughts, he can manipulate our feelings. If he can make us entertain thoughts of guilt, failure, and defeat, we begin to feel lousy about ourselves, and even depressed. Our emotions are flags that tell us if something is terribly wrong with our thoughts. When we begin to sense negative emotions like fear, worry, guilt, and anger, we must stop and ask ourselves, “What am I thinking?”  If our thoughts are positive in Christ, we will produce positive emotions. But the devil wants to keep our thoughts negative, so he can keep us defeated.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The devil tempted Adam and Eve to doubt God’s motives, that He was deliberately withholding something good from them, when in reality He was protecting them. His strategy is still to use lies, accusations, and condemnation to ensnare us today and make us doubt God’s perfect love, and super-abounding grace. The devil wants your mind, to keep it negative, oppressed, depressed and pessimistic, knowing that then you will continue to live wrong. But we know he is a defeated enemy. Greater is he who is in us than feelings of guilt, inadequacy and every accusation levelled against you.
Stand strong in Isaiah 54:17, “No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in judgment, you shall condemn.”  God goes on to declare, “This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is from Me.”  God protects you because your righteousness is from God himself.
Meditate on promises that proclaim God’s truth over your life to win the battle for your mind. Jesus was crucified on Golgotha, which means, “Place of the Skull”. 2 Cor 10:3 says, “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”  2 Cor 10:4-5.” The place the enemy launches his attacks is in your thoughts and imagination. But our weapons of right believing are mighty to pull down strongholds that have kept us bound.
The devil can only sow thoughts in your mind, but he cannot control what you believe!  Strongholds are wrong entrenched thoughts and lies kept in your mind over weeks, months, or even years – thoughts that cause you to live in bondage to addictions and in a state of guilt, anxiety or chronic depression. When you give in to those self-destructive, toxic emotions, the devil can draw you in even further and tempt you to act out those sinful thoughts.   
Joseph Prince says the devil sometimes uses the first-person pronoun to plant thoughts in our head to deceive us, eg, “I have an eating disorder” or “I am an addict to pornography.” He makes you think that you are thinking those thoughts of defeat, and wants you to believe, that is who you are.
A man who had been trapped in a destructive addiction for many years, heard this message, and wrote that he went to his room and for the first time declared out loud, “I am not an addict!”  He just chose to reject this evil mind-set in the name of Jesus, and said at that very moment, he felt something powerful happen inside him he could not describe.  He says, his addiction just stopped and he lost all interest and he didn’t even feel tempted. He felt reborn, blessed and forgiven.
If you can change what you believe, you can change your life.  What lies about your identity do you believe today? Say out loud, “I am a child of God.  I am healed, forgiven, righteous and holy in Christ Jesus.” Speak your true identity in Jesus.
But 2 Cor 10:5 that tells us to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” has caused many of us to struggle with effort and guilt, because no one can bring every thought that crosses your mind to perfectly obey Christ.  But Joseph Prince says that God showed him to keep his focus and thoughts on the obedience OF Christ, which is a powerful weapon to pull down the devil’s strongholds in your mind. And Rom 5:19 explains this further, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners. So also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” Adam’s disobedience makes you sin- and judgement conscious, whereas Jesus’ obedience at the cross makes you forgiveness and righteousness-conscious. The more we believe that our righteousness comes from Jesus’ obedience and not by our own efforts, the more we will live a life of obedience unconsciously. The truth is that under the law obedience is the root of blessings, but in the new covenant of grace, God blesses us first, and obedience is the fruit. 
If the devil can make you focus on your obedience or your lack of it instead of on Jesus’ obedience, he will accuse and keep pointing out where you have failed, to crush, discourage and oppress you.  So when bad thoughts of defeat, greed, envy, or lust come, focus on your true identity and who you really are in Jesus. Focus on his perfect obedience which makes you righteous. See the cross. See Jesus.  See Him washing your mind with His precious blood.  That is what it means to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”  God bless you till next week when continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 12
Last week we spoke about winning the battle for your mind. The devil’s strategy is to use lies and accusations to ensnare and make you doubt God’s perfect love and grace. He wants to keep your mind negative, oppressed, and depressed, knowing that then you will continue to live wrong. But as you focus on the obedience OF Jesus, you are made righteous and you will live in victory over sin and addictions.
Today we discuss how to have victory over the enemy’s mind games. He plays on a believer’s mind, to make a person feel guilty that he has committed the “unpardonable sin” when he blasphemes against the Holy Spirit. Many Christians have felt that they have already committed that sin and are on their way to hell.  The more they try not to, the more they would have all kinds of blasphemous thoughts about the Holy Spirit, even when they are praying. But it is the devil that relentlessly oppresses and attacks minds with these thoughts. 
But what exactly then is “the unpardonable sin”? It is simply the sin of an unbeliever who continually rejects Jesus as his or her Saviour and God’s free gift of salvation. He is saying, “I don’t need Jesus.  I can save myself.” This was what the self-righteous Pharisees were doing right there in Jesus’ presence despite all the amazing miracles. They stubbornly refused to believe that He was the Messiah, and even said that his power and authority came from an evil spirit. (Matt 12:24)  
So it is impossible for a believer to commit this sin, because he has already received Jesus as his Saviour.  And there is absolutely no sin that Jesus’ blood has not already cleansed you of – every sin has been forgiven and paid for on the cross.  But the devil puts you under a dark cloud of oppression, using the personal pronoun in your head, “I have committed the unpardonable sin!” or “I have blasphemed the Holy Spirit!” He plants these imaginations and blasphemous thoughts in your mind and knocks you with accusations like, “How can you think these thoughts and still call yourself a Christian?” or “What kind of sick person are you?
The key to winning the battle for your mind is learning  how to separate yourself from the evil thoughts planted by the enemy.  Those thoughts are not you! You are not responsible for those thoughts. Disregard them with a firm belief in your heart that they are from the enemy and not from you. Believe that you are the righteousness of God and just ignore those thoughts.  Don’t give them any weight.  Don’t let the devil get you right where he wants you to be – defeated, guilty, and feeling condemned.  Remember, every major bondage begins in the mind. James 4:7 tells us to resist the devil and he will flee from us. The highest form of resistance is to simply ignore the thoughts from the devil. If you rebuke the devil every time, you will end up focussing on him and being conscious of him more than of God. God does not want you devil-conscious, but Jesus-conscious. So when the devil suggests things to your mind, just ignore him.  Spiritual warfare can also be simple and restful – it’s all about seeing Jesus’s finished work.  In 2 Cor 11:3 Paul says, “I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” The Gospel is simple.  It’s all about Jesus. Jesus is our righteousness,our obedience. Jesus is our sanctification. We glory in Jesus alone. Don’t be deceived by the enemy’s craftiness to make it all about you.
Some Christians have this idea that “repentance” means grovelling in the dust and condemning ourselves until we feel we have earned God’s forgiveness through our sorrow. But “repentance” simply means, “a change of mind”.  One can beat your breast, put on sackcloth and ashes, cry your eyeballs out at the altar, and still go home unchanged. Sorrow does not equal transformation.  It is right believing that brings about true repentance and transformation. To repent the Bible way is to experience Jesus and his love, his grace and power, and to allow him to change your mind and belief system.
If you are born-again and you make a mistake or fail, nobody needs to teach you to be sorrowful.  As a new creation in Christ, you already hate the sin and it disturbs your soul.  The repentance you need - is to know that God has already forgiven you. Stop condemning yourself and walk in your righteous identity to new levels of victory over sin. 
So to win the battle for your mind, you need to know that those thoughts don’t belong to you.  Repentance in this situation is not about beating yourself up over those thoughts.  Rather give them no room to flourish; ignore them, while you continue to establish your identity in Christ. Fill your mind with his thoughts, his living Word, his peace, his joy and love, and songs of worship to him. Right believing and right thinking always produce right results in your life.
In the Old Testament, Aaron was the first high priest of Israel and always wore a gold plate around his forehead with these words engraved on it, “Holy to the Lord.” And Exodus 28:36 says, “It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and he will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites consecrate … It will be on his forehead continually so that they will be acceptable to the Lord.”  It meant that when Israel failed in their thought life, they were still accepted by God because he judged the nation based on their high priest.  If the high priest was accepted, the entire nation was accepted. Today Jesus is our High Priest, who is righteous and who qualifies us to be accepted by God.  We are no longer judged based on our thoughts, but based on His Son. If He is righteous and his thoughts are righteous, then you are righteous and perfect in Christ. 
So when the devil comes to torment your mind, point him to Jesus, whose thoughts are always holy. “It will be on his forehead continually, so that they will be acceptable to the Lord.” Therefore, even when your thought life isn’t always perfect, know that Jesus’ thoughts are always perfect.  And it’s because of his perfection that you are ALWAYS accepted in Him before God. Believe that. In Christ you will always win the battle for your mind!
God bless you till next week when we continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 13
Last week we spoke about victory over the enemy’s mind games. The key to winning the battle for your mind is learning how to separate yourself from the evil thoughts planted by the enemy.  And repenting the Bible way is to experience Jesus and his love and to allow him to change our mind and belief system. We are no longer judged based on our thoughts, but based on Jesus our High Priest’s perfect, righteous thoughts.
Today we discuss the full armour of God to protect us against the devil’s attacks. One of the greatest struggles people face in the battle for their minds, is the wrong belief that God is angry with them. The devil knows that if he can cause you to believe that, he can keep you trapped in fear, defeat, and bondage. In order to be victorious in your mind, it’s important to believe with all your heart that God is for you and is not mad at you.
Ephesians 6:10 – 12 says, “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  God wants us to be strong in His love and grace, because then we can stand against the wiles of the enemy. The battle of the enemy is for your mind. It is right believing that keeps you safe from his assault, which is in the form of lies, negative thoughts and evil imaginations.
Let’s begin with the belt of truth: When the devil comes with his lies about us, we gird our waist with the truth of God’s Word; that we are greatly loved by the Father, because of our re-birth, not based on our actions. Again the devil attacks us with condemning thoughts to make us feel guilty and unrighteous, but we put on the breastplate of righteousness. We are clothed in Jesus’ righteousness. Then the shield of faith is our defence against thoughts of fear, or doubt and confusion from the enemy. The Roman shield of the time was almost as big as a door! Our mighty shield of faith will quench ALL the fiery darts of the devil. Then the shoes depict the Gospel of peace, a weapon against the enemy’s attacks to steal our peace and joy.  Rom 16:20 says that the God of peace will surely crush Satan under our feet. 
Another area of attack is in the area of our mind, concerning our salvation. Therefore we need the helmet of salvation, soteria, which includes safety, deliverance from disease, fears, depression and all evil. So, we are to meditate on Jesus, and be filled with God’s wholeness, protection, healing and soundness. Then, wielding the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, means praying in the Spirit and speaking his promises over our life and circumstances. This guards us against the attacks of hopelessness and fear.
So we see that the whole armour is about what we believe in Christ. When we believe right, there is nothing the devil can do. We are to be strong in His love for us.  So to summarise: our weapons are His truth, His righteousness, His faith, His gospel, His salvation, His Word, and His Spirit. These are weapons of right believing to protect us against all the devil’s attacks.
1 Pet 5:8 says the devil prowls about like a roaring lion, “seeking whom he may devour”. The devil is not a lion, but pretends to be one. Jesus is the true Lion of Judah. The devil pretends to be God who is angry at us. His roar of condemnation is his first line of attack. 
How can we be those whom he may not devour?  We see the secret in the preceding verse, “Cast all your anxiety upon Him for He cares for you.” Anxieties and worries make us open to his devouring.  Releasing every worry and oppressive thought about our past failures, our present circumstances and our future challenges – that puts our lives in the hand of the One who is caring and watching over us. But is God not angry at us when we sin? God hates sin, because sin destroys lives, wrecks marriages, and tears people apart, but He loves the sinner. God’s wrath is directed against evil, not toward us, because at the cross Jesus carried his wrath away. So God is not angry at us, but loves us.  When believers think God is mad at them, they stop attending church, stop reading the Bible, stop talking to God in prayer, and want to avoid Him. They live in a constant state of trying to appease this angry God, instead of enjoying sweet, intimate relationship with Jesus.  Fear and love, or insecurity and love, cannot coexist in a healthy, intimate relationship.
Yes, He will correct and guide us, but He wants you to live with a strong consciousness of His favour, acceptance and love.  Because Jesus has borne the judgment for all our sins, we can live favour-conscious, not judgment-conscious.
But what about the fear of the Lord?  In the new covenant, the fear of the Lord is about honouring, worshipping and reverencing God as God in our lives. It does not mean, to be terrified or threatened by Him. Of course there is correction that comes by the Word of God, but His anger toward you and your sins, has been settled at the cross. He wants to love you into wholeness and freedom from all your fears, guilt and addictions. God’s perfect love is the answer to overcoming all the struggles in your life, therefore the devil will do everything he can to alienate and cut you off from this love. As a believer, there is no longer a chasm of sin separating you and God.  It has been bridged by the blood-stained cross.  Isaiah 53 speaks about Jesus and his death, and because of that, in chapter 54:9,10 it says, “For I have sworn that the waters of Noah would never again cover the earth.  So now I have sworn not be angry with you, never to rebuke you again. Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you.” 
So, stop listening to the roaring of the devil and see God as your Father who loves you with an unconditional love. Win the battle for your mind.  Put on the full armour of God, and don’t allow any wrong believing to rob you of a life of great joy and peace. Remember, God is not mad at you, He is mad about you. God bless you till next week when we continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 14
Last week we spoke about putting on the full armour of God to fight the attacks of the devil, who comes like a roaring lion and tries to make us believe that God is angry with us. Our weapons are Jesus’ truth, His righteousness, His faith, His gospel, His salvation, His Word, and His Spirit. Because of Jesus, your Father loves you with an unconditional love and is not mad at you, but mad about you.
Today we want to speak about renewing our minds and uprooting the wrong beliefs that shape our thinking and behaviour.  Rom 12:2 says in the NLT, “Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.” If our minds are renewed, we can enjoy liberty instead of bondage, joy instead of fear, and peace instead of anxiety. This is not outward behaviour modification, which is sustained by self-discipline and will power, but heart transformation from the inside out.  The way to let this happen, is to shift our thoughts from self-occupation, to Christ-occupation. Our human tendency is to self- introspection, or being “I” or “me” centred. “Have I done enough?” “What is wrong with me?” If we are self-occupied and berate or condemn ourselves, we become negative and pessimistic, and it will lead to great insecurity and an inferiority complex.  Or it can manifest in a superiority complex, where you feel you are better than others, and your perspectives are always right. Self-occupation strengthens our human flesh. When Jesus died on the cross, the Bible says, He “condemned sin in the flesh”. We can experience victory over the flesh through the power of the cross. The apostle Paul said in Rom 7:18, “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is in my sinful nature (flesh).  For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.” It is the struggle we all face when we are occupied with ourselves and warring with the flesh within us.  It’s a lot of defeat and despair.  This is not where God want us to live.  He goes on, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Rom 7:25  And in Christ we can step into the first verse of Rom 8, “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” This place of no condemnation and victory, is where we as new covenant believers ought to live. Rom 8 ends with the promise of no separation from the love of Christ. “For I am convinced that neither death no life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height not depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8:38,39)
When we are Christ-occupied, our flesh becomes inconsequential and we begin showing all the lovely, beautiful attributes of Jesus unconsciously. Some people get upset when we use the word, “effortlessly”.  But if we are planted like a tree, in His Word and in his grace, we will bear the fruit of righteousness without any striving from our part. 
Being occupied with Jesus makes you bold, but not superior, humble but not inferior. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect (contemplate) the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” The more our minds, thoughts and eyes of our heart are on Jesus, the more we are transformed into His image from glory to glory.
So stop looking at yourself. Stop dwelling on negative thoughts about yourself, or even on the devil or your flesh!  Look at Jesus. He is the answer to all your pain, misery and struggles.
Self-occupation will prevent you from enjoying the life that God has given you, and you will live under a cloud of guilt and condemnation. But God has already made you a conqueror in Christ.  When your heart and mind are occupied with Jesus, fleshly thoughts and emotions have no hold over you, and they slide off you like water off a duck’s back. In Christ, the flesh is not you. Jesus is your new identity.  Gal 5:24 says, “Those who belong to Christ have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.” The sinful nature has been crucified with Christ at the cross.  You are a new creation in Jesus – the old has gone and the new has come.  Whenever the old desires and thoughts try to creep back into your consciousness, don’t entertain them. Look to Jesus and see all these things crucified at the cross.  Receive afresh the gift of no condemnation.
Start your day by occupying your mind with Jesus. Say, “God loves me and gave His Holy Son, Jesus. I am saved, healed, favoured, and accepted in Christ the Beloved.  I am the righteousness of God in Christ.”
In the Old Testament, when a person sinned, he had to bring a sheep without blemish to the priest. The priest did not examine the person to see if he was perfect (without sin) – he knew the person was there because he’d sinned. He examined the sheep. If it was perfect, then the person laid his hands on the sheep in an act of transferring his sins onto the innocent sheep.  And the innocence and perfection of the sheep was transferred to the person. The sheep was then killed and the person left with his conscience cleared and his sin debt forgiven. He walked away under an open heaven of God’s favour and blessings.  We know the sheep, without blemish, is a picture of the perfect Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, who takes away the sins of the world.  The priest is a picture of God who doesn’t examine you for your sins, but He examines the perfect Lamb, Jesus. So now you can walk away with your conscience cleared and your sin debt forgiven, expecting God’s favour and blessings in your life.  What a beautiful picture of God’s abundant grace. 
If God is not examining you today, why are you still struggling in self-occupation and examining your own thoughts, emotions, failures? The more you examine yourself, the more you will find imperfection and blemishes. Turn your eyes away from yourself and onto Jesus, the Lamb of God, and see His perfection as your perfection, His innocence as your innocence, His righteousness as your righteousness.  Be occupied with him, and be transformed from the inside out.    
God bless you till next week when we continue this teaching on the Power of Right Believing.
The Power of Right Believing
By Joseph Prince
Chapter 15
Last week we spoke about renewing our minds and becoming free of self-occupation. 2 Corinthians tell us that when we contemplate Jesus’ glory, we are transformed into his likeness. And as the priest examined the sheep to be sacrificed, to see if it was without blemish, (and not the man who sinned who brought it), so God does not examine us to see if we are perfect, but the perfect Lamb, Jesus. He became the sacrifice for our sin, and His innocence became our innocence.
Today we look at becoming Jesus-centred. After Jesus was crucified, two disciples walked to Emmaus. With heavy hearts they discussed how Jesus was condemned to death. Suddenly Jesus joined them, but he kept them from recognising him. He asked them what they were discussing and why they were so sad. Cleopas, one of them, asked if he was a visitor and did not know the things that had happened in Jerusalem.  They had hoped that Jesus was the one who was going to redeem Israel. They told him about the stories of some women who had seen Jesus alive. Jesus then  said, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” Luke 24:27
We see here that the disciples were downcast and discouraged, because they were more concerned with the redemption of Israel than about Jesus; and they did not believe what God’s Word had prophesied about Jesus’ suffering and resurrection. If they had believed, they would have rejoiced with faith and hope. Because of their wrong beliefs, they had become disillusioned. No wonder Jesus said they were foolish (Greek: not understanding) and slow of heart to believe his Word. If we are feeling depressed or anxious about the future, then we usually pre-occupied with other things and are not understanding and slow of heart to believe the truth about Jesus.
Jesus does not want us to ignorant and be defeated by our lack of knowledge.  We need to study the Word to have a constant revelation of Him. We can ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to see Jesus in the Word every time we read it. But some people study the Bible without seeing Jesus and then become legalistic. Paul said of these, “They are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God, and sought to establish their own righteousness, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” (Rom 10:2-4) Saul was zealous in his passion for God’s law, and believed he was doing right even though he was persecuting the church. The law is a veil that blinds people. But we know the encounter he had on the Damascus road when Jesus asked him, “Why are you persecuting Me?” 
Some believers persecute Jesus and attack the Gospel of grace, because they believe man needs to make himself better through right doing. They are not understanding of God’s unconditional love. Other believers who know God loves them, are afraid to come to Him for mercy and restoration when they fail, because in their hearts they do not really believe the truth of God’s gift of righteousness. 
Jesus had expounded to them the Scriptures “concerning himself” from Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, and continued into Samuel, Kings, Isaiah and Jeremiah.  Then Jesus stayed to share their meal,and when he broke the bread, they recognised him and he disappeared. That same day they went back to Jerusalem in renewed physical strength, and said, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” It is interesting that “Emmaus” means “warm baths”. Like the name of Emmaus, their hearts were bathed in warmth as Jesus opened their eyes to see Him in the Scriptures. When the Word is opened to us and Jesus is unveiled, our hearts will also be set aflame and burn within us.
So Jesus wants us to study the Word so see HIM.  The more we see Him, the more we will be free from all forms of self-occupation and we will be transformed from the inside. We need to turn away from our own dark thoughts and depressing conversations and be occupied with Him. Let us fill our thoughts with His goodness, and saturate our hearts with His love. See Jesus in the types and shadows in the Old Testament – every sacrifice, every feast, and even the tabernacle and priests point to Him.  In the New Testament, see Him loving, and forgiving and healing all who were oppressed with sickness and disease. Our hearts will burn, our bodies will be renewed and our minds will be filled with his peace, joy and soundness. And sin, addictions, bad habits, fear, guilt, anxiety, depression and condemnation will drop off from your life when you are absorbed with the person of Jesus.
But why did Jesus prevent them from recognising Him at the beginning on that Emmaus road? It is because he wanted them to see Him first in the Scriptures.  So Jesus also wants us to see Him in the Word. Rom 10:17 says, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”  The more you hear Jesus unveiled in the Word, the more faith will grow in your heart to believe everything God says about the Gospel and about you. Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last.”” Rom 1:16,17.  The true gospel of Jesus is not the gospel of morality and character, or of prosperity, but it will produce all these and much more.  When Jesus is central in our lives, fears, guilt and addictions will no longer be central. It’s truly all about Jesus!  This will transform your life. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]God bless you till next week.  For the month of October we will be sharing about marriage, as the whole month is dedicated to bringing God into our marriages.





 

































































